[image: image1.jpg]






The Edge of Chaos:
How can an awareness of complexity theory improve our practice?

Wednesday November 11th, 2009 
Introduction

Welcome to this, the resource material to accompany the workshop. The day will be a very experiential one, and many will want some written material to read, consider and reflect on in order to make more sense out of the experiences they have had.

Have a browse around the resources here – some are a bit tangential, others quite explanatory. None are complete without your own personal reflections and constructions.
Why Complexity?

Over the last few years Complexity Science has become something of an attractor for a lot of interesting thinking in a wide range of areas. It’s hard to avoid the term... But it takes a while to really grasp what it means. 

The ideas of Complexity, “Edge of Chaos”, Complex Adaptive Systems, Emergence, Self-Organisation and Minimal Specifications have a resonance in clinical medicine, teaching and learning, politics, social reform, organisational development and many other areas. 
In many ways, Complexity just offers a new perspective on long-established ideas – like constructivism, relativism, learner-centredness, patient-centredness, and group dynamics.

And many (like Stephen Hawking, for instance) are saying that Complexity Science is the science of the 21st Century.

So... engage, relate, adapt, and see what emerges!
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